Keeping it clean

Rockdale’s school custodians en|oy their seemmgly 'rhcnkless job

By Lee Kolb
Melghbor SIatt Writer

Down the clean, carpeted
hallways, inside polhhod white
walls, rises the qulet hum of
hundreds of students shifting hun-
dreds of papers and chalrs.

A sense of cleanliness md order
m visitors to Conyers Middl

Responsible for the atmosphere Is
a group of people who rarely get
public attention — the school custo-
dians.

Flora Beck, Stephanie Harris,
Laverne Beasley, Janice Brown,
and Jauneaise Garner, make up the
full-time custodial day shift at
Conyers Middle School. The crew
-rrlvu;: 8:30 uhcho;nmornln;. e

ve one to prepare
m‘rhlybdm the buses roll in from
the countryside to dispense  sixth,
seventh and eighth-graders,

“We wash down walls, vacuum

carpets, sweep floors, and clean
bathrooms,” sald Garner, custodial
supervisor of four years.

“It's just like housecleaning. You
start at the top and come down to
the bottom,” Brown sald.

The school Is divided up. Each
woman Is responsible for own

hallways, bathrooms, and
classrooms, Garner said.
Beck,- a four-year wveteran of

custodial work, maintains the
hallways and bathrooms of the
eighth-graders, Harris Is
responsible for the trailers tucked
behind the school — a shining
testament to overcrowding.

Beasl and Brown, an In-
separable team, according to
Garner, use thelr combined 12 years
of experience to obliterate traces of
sixth and seventh graders from 17
classrooms and bathrooms.

The janitors clean thelr
classrooms after school hours and
during the daytime when teachers
are at lunch or in plann perlnds

Beck, Harris, Beasley

Garneru.mally leave n“ 30, wbﬂu )

part-time crew of four attend to

needs the day crew cannot.
Generally, the custodlans feel

thelr eﬂortsdnmtgoum»tlcdb!

tppredate it, but some of them
don't," Beasley sald.

“But any tme you've got a
crowd of people, you've got a few
there that aren't d:glnl to be

said. It wouldn't be a school If we
didn't.”

Garner feels the teachers do a
good job kee volatile situations
under control. Students, not
teachers, are responsible for most
of the mess In the school, the
custodians stressed,

And all agreed that middle
schoolers are a messy bunch.

“But the elghth-graders are the
worst,” Glrner sa recehrlng grim
agreement hardened
veterans

&zrpnih:;!y. the Janitors’ hardest
work s done during summer

beaches and playing [lel
:Mmtud of the school's buffed floors
and worn carpets
“‘Most peopk “think that when
school Is out, we're through. They'll
say: 'Well w‘lutdowudointhe
summer?’ " Garner said. "'Summer
is when we do our hardest work."
While the school bakes in the heat,
cleanin,
dows, chairs, tables,
surfaces are overhauled for the fall
session,

“We strip floors, wax lhem. wash
down walls,” Brown sald

““We get through with the school
about a week before it opens, and
then we do odds and ends, like
moving bookcases and [lin
cabinets for teachers,” Garner sald.

When school begins, the women
face more routine tasks, some of
which should not be necessary. They
criticlzed boys who need a little
more target practice In the
bathreom

“And they don't know how to flush
commodes, either,” Beasley added.
Three hours s the average lifespan
of a clean bathroom at Conyers
Middle School, she said.

The janitors reported wadded up
toilet paper, gym shorts, and other
articles fixed in the lol1el.a

e X

The crew s of a lack of
lnper:}]lion In the bathrooms,
especl the

"W:c{nlv well be in there
when they are,” Harris added.

Bui.nhrlhhyur there have
been few problems with student

, retire-
ment phguuﬁ most holmlyl off,”

Beasley

“Not hlvh:g to work weekends is
also nice,"” Beck sald,

“1 enjoy cleaning,” Brown sald.

““The only thing 1 would change
about joi is the pay," she added.
“I'm In pay. Way behind,"
she sald.

Custodial work also does not offer
advancement or promotion.

*“There’s nowhere to go. Where
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An atmosphere of use pervades
J.H, House Elementary School,
aged 10 years, Age does not imply a
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Sraft Phare by Nathryn Kells

A CLEAN-CUT CREW: Left to right, Conyers Middle School

and Flora Beck.

Stall Phate by Ketheyn Kol
PARTNERS IN CLEAN: A.C. Brown, left, ond Bobb| Sporks
decribe J.H. House Elementary School from their vantage point
as custodians.

of J.H. House is a co-
opanuve effort. No special rooms

re assigned any cular janitor,
lccwdinl to Spar|

“We all work together,” sald
Betty Jean Brown.

““We sweep [loors, clean
bathrooms, mop the cafeteria, wipe
windows, clean the gym, vacuum
the library, keep

"Wedmthomugﬁlyevu-yday,"
sald,

J.H. House, which educates
children from kindergarden to the

custodians Jauneaise Garner, supervisor, with Stephanie Harris

fifth grade, Is easler to clean than a

with a lot of older children,

accmllnf to Sparks.
"'l prefer this school to a school

with older kids. The work Is not as

tiring," sald Sparks, a veteran of
ers Middle School.

"I've found that younger children

appreciate you more. They look up
to you,” Sparks
“The older they ‘er. the messier

they are,” Dollle Brown agreed. All
three custodians belleve their ef-
forts are appreciated by the
teachers and children.

'Our !ob 18 ll.l'ﬁporlanf to

"3! aretbe beginning of the work
here, making sure everything is kept
clean for the teachers and
children,” she added.

Like other schools, J.H. House
gets its heaviest cleaning during the
summer.,

**Without air conditioning,’" Betty
Jean said,

To the aggravation of the crew,
;i.r-com:ihtelmt::tllmutn.lu are turned off

uring part of the yur
leaving them to $crub, wipe, and
polish in the summer heat.

“I fainted down here last sum-
mer, I didn’t know where I was lor a
while,” Dollie said.

Betty Jean Brown ted the
units were shut off to save energy.

“But how can work in a hot
building?"" she asked.

“Having people walk on my wet
floors" is also aggravating, Dollie
Brown sald. "It's mostly the grown
folks that do it, too. Once somebody

breaks their leg, maybe they 1l start
walking aroul 'wet floors."”

All agreed working with Joaelﬁh
Well, the principal, was one of
great satisfactions of their jobs.

1 guess the main thing that has
kepl me here all these years is Mr.
Well. He understands so much,”
Dollie Brown said.

“When it's time for the kids to
leave, Mr, Will stands out there to
see that ev::? child gets home.”
Betty Jean A

“It's like a family here, really,”
Sparks sald, o

Sparks belleves the custodians
should receive free lunches.

“Of course, if we say that, the
teachers will say they should have
free lunches too," she said

“Maybe they should,” Betty Jun
sald. :
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Rockdale County High School, ai
sprawling complex of older build-:
ings, Is maintained by day and night :
shifts of custodians, according to:
Macle Willlams, day-shift}
su| sor,

illiams has overseen the clean» »
ing of the school for six ynrs His -
night shift counterpart s Tnmmy.
Reynolds.

"'He supervises about five people,
and they do those areas which -
cannot be done with people pruent
such as halls and common areas,”
he said.

"“We get great support from M.r. ;

See CLEAN, Page 11A



